
 

 

◼ ◼  

Second Sunday of Advent 

of the 

Our Lady 



Parish Office 
Monday– Friday 
◼ 9 AM - 5 PM 
209.634.2222 
olassumption.net 
2602 S. WALNUT RD 
TURLOCK, CA 95380 
Mailing: 
P. O. BOX 2030 
TURLOCK, CA. 95381 

Parish Staff 
Father Larry Machado 
◼ Parochial Administrator 
lmachado@stocktondiocese.org 
 
Deacon Edwin Santiago 
◼Deacon 
mpsecs@charter.net 

 
Deacon Stephen Valgos 
◼Deacon 
thecatholicdeacon7@gmail.com 
www.thecatholicdeacon.com 
 
Ashley Hendrex 
◼ Parish Director 
ahendrex@olassumption.net 
 
Zelia Freitas 
◼Administrative Assistant 
zfreitas@olassumption.net 

 
Anna Vierra 
◼ Faith Formation Coordinator 
avierra@olassumption.net 
 
Dominique Germann 
◼Youth and Young Adult 
    Coordinator 
dgermann@olassumption.net 
 
Taylor Drumonde 
◼Administrative Assistant 
◼Wedding Coordinator 
tdrumonde@olassumption.net 

 
Olivia Pears 
◼VALER Coordinator 
valer@olassumption.net

CATHOLIC STEWARDSHIP  PRINCIPLES  

† GIVE TO THE LORD A PORTION OF YOUR INCOME  

† MAKE YOUR GIFT A SACRIFICE  

† USE YOUR CONTRIBUTION ENVELOPE OR  

   ONLINE GIVING  

† 5% TO PARISH & 5% TO CHARITY  

Valley Area Living Enabling Resources 
V.A.L.E.R Office 209.634.0380 
Monday - Thursday  
◼ 2 PM - 6 PM 

 

Mass Schedule 

Monday and Tuesday, Thursday, 
Friday 
+9 AM Portuguese 
 
Wednesday 
+6 PM English 
 
Saturday 
+5:30 PM English 
+7 PM Portuguese 
 
Sunday 
+9:30 AM English 
+11:15 AM Portuguese 
+1:30 PM Latin 
+6 PM English 
 

Confession Schedule 

PLEASE SEE ADVENT SCHEDULE 
FOR ADDITIONAL CONFESSIONS 
All Saturdays 
◼ 5 PM–5:30 PM 
First Friday 
◼Following 9 AM Mass 
First Saturday 
◼ 9 AM –10 AM 
Monthly during ARMEE 
◼ 7 PM 

Adoration of  the 
Blessed Sacrament 
Weekly Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament begins 
this and continue every Thursday.  Please sign up 

at the back table in the New Church. 

Thursdays 
◼ 9:30 AM— 9 PM First Church 

http://www.thecatholicdeacon.com/
mailto:cdores12@aol.com


      
      

BISHOP’S MONTHLY REFLECTION 
December 2023 

II Corinthians 1:3-5 

 

“Praise be God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and the god of all consolation! He 

comforts us in all our afflictions and thus enables us to comfort those who are in trouble with the same conso-
lation we have received from him. As we have shared much in the suffering of Christ, so through Christ do we 
share abundantly in his consolation.” 

 

My Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

The Advent Season and the light that it brings begs us to turn to God for his consolation, and it challenges us 
to comfort others “who are in trouble.” This recommendation of St. Paul to the Corinthians is also meant for 
us, especially during this holy season of expectation and hope. With Advent, we begin a new liturgical year, 

and one of the clarion proclamations, expressed in word and song is: 

“Comfort, comfort My people.” Is. 40:1 

 

This heavenly consolation and comfort begins with a God who loves and is concerned with our wellbeing: 

“the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies.” It is in the Person of the Messiah, Jesus, that we 

have received: Light, consolation, and hope. As we embrace this truth, we must persevere in knowing that the 
Father comforts us in all of our afflictions as he did with his Son, Jesus. Even during Jesus’ terrible passion 
and death, in the midst of experiencing the darkness of abandonment, Jesus persevered and trusted his merci-

ful Father. 

During these uncertain times of wars and violence, hatred, lawlessness, and division, in the midst of all of this, 

we, too, can experience an oppressive sense of abandonment. It is a darkness that can settle over us in order to 
disillusion and rob us of hope. But we must be reassured that God, the Father of Mercies, has not abandoned 

us. 

We, during this Advent season, need to be a people of hope. Once we are secure in hope, then we can be true 
instruments of encouragement and consolation to our brothers and sisters who are fearful and who are strug-
gling in this life. As we share and unite our afflictions to those of Christ, so in Christ, we will “share abundant-

ly in his consolation.” 

May the holy season of Light, consolation, and comfort-Advent-prepare, strengthen, and illuminate our minds 
and hearts as we await the Coming of Jesus. During this Advent and Christmas Season, let us welcome He, 
who is Comfort, who was sent by the Father-Emmanuel! 

“Let us be comforted!” 

“Let us embrace the Light!”  

In the Peace of Christ, 

 
      Bishop Cotta 

 
 
 

Office of Bishop Myron J. Cotta, D.D. 



CITIZENSHIP  
TEST PREPARATION 

 
This course will help you prepare for each step of the 
U.S. immigration process, including filling out and 
submitting the N-400 application, completing the   

interview, and taking the Oath of Allegiance.   
 
DATES: TUESDAYS, JANUARY 9th- MARCH 22th, 
2024 
 
TIME: 6:00PM - 9:00PM 
 
LOCATION: OUR LADY OF THE ASSUMPTION 
CHURCH, ROOM 7 
 
REQUIREMENTS: Students must have mid-level 
English proficiency. 
 
MATERIALS: TEXTBOOK REQUIRED ($20.00) 
 
INSTRUCTOR: Christina Etchepare (209) 620-7930 
 
PRE REGISTRATION REQUIRED: 
kuraya31@gmail.com    
 
CLASS SIZE WILL BE LIMITED 
Please call or email to pre register or if you have any 
questions. 

Feast of  

Our Lady of Guadalupe 
 

Tuesday, December 12th 

+6:30 AM Traditional Latin Mass 

Breakfast to follow in the Snack Bar. 

December 12 
Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
+6:30 AM Mass in Latin 
 
December 13 
+6 PM Catechism Mass in English 
Confessions to follow 
 
December 14 
9:30 AM– 9 PM Adoration  
 
December 18 
7 PM ARMEE with Bishop Myron Cotta 
Confessions and Adoration 
 
December 21 & 22  
Portuguese Christmas Triduum 
6 PM—7 PM  Confessions  
+7 PM Mass in Portuguese 
December 23 
10 AM– 12 Noon Confessions 
4:30 PM– 5:30 PM Confessions 
+5:30 PM Mass in English 
+7 PM Christmas Triduum Mass in Portuguese 
 
December 24 
Sunday Obligation 
+9:30 AM  Mass in English 
+11:15 AM Mass in Portuguese  
+1:30 PM Mass in Latin 
 
December 25   
Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord 
Holy Day of Obligation 
+12 AM Midnight Bilingual Mass 
+9:30 AM  Mass in English 
+11:15 AM Mass in Portuguese  
+1:30 PM Mass in Latin 
 
December 31  
Sunday Obligation 
+9:30 AM Mass in English 
+11:15 AM Mass in Portuguese  
+1:30 PM Mass in Latin 
 
Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God  
Holy Day of Obligation 
+10:30 PM Bilingual Vigil Mass  
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament  
to follow until 12 AM Midnight 
 
January 1  
Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God  
Holy Day of Obligation 
+9:30 AM  Mass in English 
+11:15 AM Mass in Portuguese  
+1:30 PM Mass in Latin 
 
January 7 
Epiphany of the Lord 
+10:30 AM  Bilingual Mass 
+1:30 PM Mass in Latin 
+6 PM  Mass in English 

mailto:kuraya31@gmail.com


Dear Friends in Christ, 

This past week, we had the great blessing and grace of our Advent Parish Mission with Fr. 

Wade Menezes, CPM, preaching to us on the Eucharist: Gift and Sacrament.  We give 

thanks to God for stirring our hearts to be moved and inspired with an ever-greater love of 

our Eucharistic Lord.  I am grateful to Fr. Wade and the Fathers of Mercy for having offered 

this parish mission to our community. 

In this Advent season, as we prepare for the Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ, we are invited 

to come and adore him, the Son of God who humbled himself to take on human flesh and 

become one of us in all things but sin.  As Fr. Wade reminded us, he who would be born in 

Bethlehem (Bet-léhem, which in Hebrew means “house of bread”) and laid in a manger 

where livestock are fed, would again humble himself on the night of Holy Thursday, to institute the Eucharist 

as a perpetual memorial of his passion, death, and resurrection, allowing us to be fed with the Bread of Life, 

his very Body and Blood, until he comes again. 

This Thursday, December 14th, we will launch our weekly Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, to     

continue every Thursday, from 9:30 AM to 9 PM.  Thank you to those who signed up for an hour to come 

every Thursday to ensure that our Lord will be accompanied at all times.  Even if you did not sign up, you are 

welcome to stop by for a visit at any moment on Thursdays.  I have asked Elizabeth Costa to oversee our 

Thursday adoration, so should you have any questions, or if you would still like to sign up for an hour, or in 

the future are no longer able to come at your scheduled time, you can contact her at (209)585-6557.   

I decided to have our weekly adoration on Thursdays precisely because our Lord found it fitting to institute 

the Holy Eucharist, and the priesthood which is at the service of the Eucharist, on Holy Thursday.  Later that 

night, Jesus would go to the Garden of Gethsemane to pray to the Father before his arrest and asked his       

disciples to pray as well.  When they were falling asleep, Jesus asked them, “could you not watch with me one 

hour?” (Mt 26:40).  The Lord invites us to spend an hour (or whatever moments we might have) with him, 

praying for so many needs in our lives and in the world.  Each of us, I’m sure, has so many intentions resting 

in our hearts which we can bring to Jesus in the Most Blessed Sacrament: for our children and our family 

members, particularly those estranged from the Church, for ourselves and for the virtues that we need to grow 

in holiness, for those who are sick, for our beloved dead, for our nation, for an end to the offenses against    

human life in the world… so many needs for which we can pray.  Since Holy Thursday was the moment in 

which Jesus instituted the priesthood in order to administer his Body and Blood, in addition to all the personal 

intentions you may have, I would ask you to pray especially for the following intentions: 

1) vocations to the priesthood in our diocese  

2) our seminarians 

3) our Holy Father, Pope Francis 

4) our Bishop, Myron Cotta and the priests of our diocese 

5) me 

Jesus waits for us in the Blessed Sacrament.  Let us spend an hour each Thursday adoring him and praying 

with him to the Father for all of our needs.  The Lord is never outdone in generosity.  Let us keep him        

company.  Let us adore him in the Most Blessed Sacrament, now and forever! 

A blessed Advent to you and your families. 

Fr. Larry 









Mass Intentions 

 

 

Monday • Segunda-Feira, December/Dezembro 11 
9:00 AM – Português 
Int. of Jorge Aguiar, aniversário de baptismo – do padrinho Joe Madruga 

 
Tuesday • Terça-Feira, December/Dezembro 12 
9:00 AM – Português 
† Filomena da Rocha – da filha Ana Culbertson 
 
Wednesday • Quarta-Feira, December/Dezembro 13 
6:00 PM – English 
Int. of Palmira Fillebrown, on her birthday – from Connie Sousa 
 
Thursday • Quinta-Feira, December/Dezembro 14 
9:00 AM – Português  
† Odete Soares – da prima Maria Diniz 
 
Friday • Sexta-Feira, December/Dezembro 15 
9:00 AM – Português 
Int. de António Soares, aniversário natalício - da esposa Nelia 
 
Saturday • Sábado, December/Dezembro 16 
5:30 PM – English 
† Fernando e Teresinha Silva – from Albertina & Elmano Costa 
 

7:00 PM – Português 
Int. de Elizabeth Luis, aniversário natalício – da mãe 
 
Sunday • Domingo, December/Dezembro 17 
9:30 AM – English  

† Adelino Toledo – from wife and daughters 
† Albertina Azevedo – from Manuel & Nellie Oliveira 
† Alfredo & Maria Sousa – from Fatima & João Freitas 
† Alvaro Manuel Silveira, parents and brother – from John & Connie Silveira 
† Aníbal Augusto da Silveira – from family 
† António & Maria Amélia Bettencourt – from family 
† Dean Arthur Silva – from mother Tina Marie 
† Diane Lopes, death anniversary – from mom & dad 
† Francisco Luis – from wife & daughter Orlanda & Michelle 
† Frank & Albina Lopes – from family 
† João Arlindo Cardoso – from family 
† Maria Madruga – from OLA Knights 
† Olivia Esteves – from sister Ann Cabral 
Int. of Isabelle & Tony Hamilton – from Cathy Randall 
Int. of Michael & Diane Silva and family 

Int. of Nellie Oliveira, on her birthday and int. of her family 
 
11:15 AM – Português 
† Alvaro Toledo e pela saúde de Lurdes Toledo 
† António e Rosa dos Reis Avila – da filha 
† António Oliveira Brasil – da esposa Nelcina e filhas 
† António Oliveira e António & Lucilia Costa – da familia 
† António Vieira Borges – do filho e nora Tony e Jacinta Borges 
† Artur Vitorino – da esposa e filhos 
† Bernardino Dias e Defuntos de Fátima Dias 
† Clemente Leonardo e Defuntos de Jacinta Leonardo 
† Dean Arthur Silva e Arthur Silva – de Tina Marie Silva, mãe e esposa 
† Defuntos de Artur e Antelma Oliveira 
† João e Maria F. Jorge – de Gerardo e Filomena Freitas 
† Joaquim e Aurora André – da família 
† José Luis e Leontina Silva – da família 
† José Natal Sousa – da esposa e filhos 
† Lourenço Soares – do filho Eleutério e familia 
† Manuel Alberto Nunes – da familia 
† Manuel e Clementina Silva e António Batista – dos filhos 
† Manuel e Idoína Vaz 
† Maria L. Machado – do marido José e família 
† Miguel Soares e Defuntos de Maria José Soares 
† Pais de Artur e Florinda Teixeira 
† Pais de Carlos e Terezinha Costa 
† Pais e irmãos de Honório Teixeira 
† Paulo de Matos – dos pais José e Maria Blandina 
† Ramiro Oliveira e Defuntos de Fátima Oliveira 
† Teresa Borges Costa – do marido Francisco 
Int de Cierra da Silva, aniversário natalício – dos avós Eleutério e Nivéria 
 
1:30 PM – Latin 
For Parish Community 
 
6:00 PM – English 
† Parish Founders  




