OUR LADY OF THE ASSUMPTION CHURCH

ooy & 2602 South Walnut Road, Turlock, CA 95380 (209) 634-2222

Dear Parents,
Congratulations on the upcoming baptism of your child!

We rejoice with you as you prepare to welcome your son or daughter into the family of God
through the beautiful Sacrament of Baptism. This is a joyful and sacred moment, not only for your
family, but for the entire Church, as we receive a new member into the Body of Christ.

Baptism is the first step in your child’s lifelong journey of faith. As parents, you are the first and
most important teachers of your child in the ways of faith. By bringing your child forward for
Baptism, you are making a sacred promise before God and the Church to raise your child in the
Catholic faith—teaching them to love God and neighbor, guiding them in prayer, bringing them
to the Sacraments, and giving witness to Christ in your daily lives.

To support you in this important mission, the Church invites you to thoughtfully select godparents
who will walk alongside you and your child in faith. Godparents are more than a special person in
your child’s life; they are spiritual mentors and role models who assist you in nurturing your child’s
Catholic identity.

When choosing godparents, please keep the following requirements in mind:
o A godparent cannot be the parent of the child.

e A godparent must be a practicing Catholic who has received the Sacraments of Baptism,
Confirmation, and Holy Communion.

e They must be at least 16 years of age.

e They must be someone who lives a life of faith in keeping with the responsibility of a
godparent (i.e., if married, is married in the Church, regularly attends Mass, lives according
to Church teaching, and is a positive Catholic role model).

e One godparent is necessary, but if two godparents are chosen, one must be male and the
other female. A child may have a maximum of two godparents.

o A baptized non-Catholic Christian may serve as a Christian witness alongside a Catholic
godparent, but not as a godparent alone.

Choosing godparents is an important and prayerful decision. We encourage you to select
individuals who will be true partners with you in helping your child grow in faith, hope, and love.

To begin this process, please complete the form below including your signatures and the
godparents’ signatures. Please see me after one of our Masses so I can briefly meet with you, after
which I will sign the form. You can then submit this form to our parish office along with:

e A copy your child’s birth certificate
e A copy of the godparents’ Confirmation certificate

Once we receive these documents, you and your child’s godparents can participate in an online
baptismal preparation course and we can schedule your child’s baptism. We are here to support
you and accompany you in this moment of grace and joy, so let us know if you have any questions.
May the Holy Spirit guide and bless you and your family as you take these first steps in raising
your child in the Catholic faith!

In Christ,
Fr. Larry Machado



FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

REQUEST FOR THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM Dae:

Time:
NAME OF CHILD
First Middle Last
Place of Birth Date of Birth
City State
L] Male 0] Female
With whom does this child live? [0 Both parents [0 Mother O Father
Was this child adopted? [ No L Yes
Did this child receive an emergency or private baptism? [ No O Yes
If “yes,” please describe the circumstances: reason, date, place, minister
FATHER’S FULL NAME
First Middle Last
Address City Zip
Phone Email
Religion 01 Latin Rite Catholic [0 Eastern Rite Catholic
00 Non-Catholic Christian [0 Non-Christian
Do I attend Mass and receive the Sacraments regularly? O Yes 00 No

By my signature, I accept the responsibility of bringing up my child in the practice of the Catholic
faith, teaching them to love God and neighbor, keep the Commandments as Christ taught us, and
to participate in the life of the Church.

Father’s signature Date

MOTHER’S FULL NAME

First Middle Last
Maiden name
Address City Zip
Phone Email
Religion L] Latin Rite Catholic [1 Eastern Rite Catholic
[ Non-Catholic Christian [0 Non-Christian
Do I attend Mass and receive the Sacraments regularly? O Yes 0 No

By my signature, I accept the responsibility of bringing up my child in the practice of the Catholic
faith, teaching them to love God and neighbor, keep the Commandments as Christ taught us, and
to participate in the life of the Church.

Mother’s signature Date




Are you registered parishioners of Our Lady of the Assumption? [ Yes 0 No
If not, what parish do you belong to?

Weare [ Married in the Catholic Church by a priest or deacon Date
01 Single parent 00 Married civilly 00 Living together
L] Divorced L] Separated

GODFATHER’S NAME

First Middle Last
Religion [ Catholic L1 Baptized Non-Catholic Christian
Godfather’s parish Age
Iam [ Married in the Catholic Church by a priest or deacon 0] Single

00 Married civilly [0 Living with a partner [1 Divorced L] Separated

O T have received my First Communion.

L1 I have received the Sacrament of Confirmation.

[ T attend Mass on Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation and receive the Sacraments regularly.
L1 Ilead a life of faith in keeping with the role of being a godfather that I am undertaking, and
am striving to be a good example of the Christian life.

Godfather’s signature Date

GODMOTHER’S NAME

First Middle Last
Maiden name, if applicable
Religion L1 Catholic 0] Baptized Non-Catholic Christian
Godmother’s parish Age
Iam L1 Married in the Catholic Church by a priest or deacon L] Single

00 Married civilly [0 Living with a partner O] Divorced L] Separated

LI T have received my First Communion.

L1 I have received the Sacrament of Confirmation.

L] T attend Mass on Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation and receive the Sacraments regularly.
0] I'lead a life of faith in keeping with the role of being a godmother that I am undertaking, and
am striving to be a good example of the Christian life.

Godmother’s signature Date

For a serious reason, if one or both godparents are unable to be present at the baptism, a proxy may take their place.
Proxies must meet the same requirements as godparents. If needed, please provide the name of one or both proxies.

Pastor’s signature Date




