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Dear Friends in Christ,

As we come to the conclusion of the pledge period for our diocesan Called and
Sent Capital Campaign, my heart is filled with gratitude for the generosity and
faith-filled commitment you have shown to both our Diocese of Stockton and to

our parish family here at Our Lady of the Assumption.
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A CAMPAIGMN FOR THE
CHURCH FOR TOMORROW

With joy, I share the final results of our campaign: together, as a diocese, we
raised an extraordinary $46,471,722—surpassing our original $30 million goal by
an incredible 155%! This remarkable accomplishment is a true testament to the

faith, dedication, and sacrifice of the people of God throughout our diocese.

Here at Our Lady of the Assumption, your response was equally inspiring. Our parish families pledged a total of
$1.378,310 over the next five years—169% of our original goal of $815,000! A total of 167 families participated, with an

average pledge of $9,052. What a beautiful witness of faith and generosity in action!

I cannot thank you enough for your commitment to the mission of the Church and the life of our parish. May the Lord,

who can never be outdone in generosity, bless you abundantly and reward you for your faithfulness.

With gratitude in Christ,

Fr. Larry




Office of Bishop Myron J. Cotta, D.D.

BISHOP’S MONTHLY REFLECTION
October 2025

The Apostles, James and John, asked: “Lord, do you want us to call fire down from heaven and consume them? “Luke 9:54

My Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

During this month of October, the month of the Most Holy Rosary, I encourage that we, as Catholics, take up the Rosary and pray it
with devotion. We are reminded that the Blessed Virgin Mary insisted that the Rosary be prayed daily. She was consistent during her
visits with the three visionaries of Fatima, that they were to pray it and meditate on the Mysteries of the Rosary for peace and an end to
the war (World War I); for the conversion of sinners and that of Russia. Our Lady’s heavenly directive was an urgent call, not only for

that day and age, but, even more so, for us today!

Mary prophesied, that if the messages from God were not taken to heart, as she had hoped, a more terrible war would occur in the
future - World War II. And it came to pass! The hardened hearts of humanity contributed to this dark chapter of our history. AsBishop
Robert Barron reminds us: “The world is the realm of sin, selfishness, hatred, violence.” During those years leading to, and during,
WWII, Bishop Barron states: “Christianity had become so weak, so uncompelling, so attenuated, that great evil was allowed to flourish.
Yes, indeed there were a handful of powerful Christian resistors, but let’s face it - the overwhelmingly vast majority of Christians, either

supported Hitler, or remained in silence, out of either fear or indifference.”

As nations endured the horrors of WWII, eventually, the world would see the culmination of the war with the devastation of the atomic
bombings of the cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. It is interesting to note that Our Lady referred to war as a “punishment for sin.” And
we know the bottom line to war is: all suffer terribly, the innocent along with the guilty! War is the consequence of the sins of the world

- our sins. The effects of our sins are serious and do have a destructive spiritual and physical impact on human existence and its future.

And if this revelation from Our Lady wasn’t enough, she foretold, at Fatima, that the rise of atheistic-Communism would spread forth
from Russia with the sole purpose of dominating the world and persecuting the Church with the intention of destroying it!

My brothers and sisters, we need to pray for peace, now! We need to pray for an end to the hostilities and threats originating from
Russia that are directed toward Ukraine and Eastern Europe. In addition to this, we have the ongoing terroristic threats imbedded in
the Middle East and in other troubled nations of our world, not to mention, the menacing presence of Communist China.

The times are precarious, and the implications of a future world war is not far-fetched. We must be vigilant as we face our challenging
times. It is to our advantage, and that of the world, that we embrace God’s peace plan - devotion to the Immaculate Heart of Mary, along
with the commitment to prayer & penance - as was revealed by God’s Messenger, Our Lady of the Rosary.

Our Lady reassured the eldest of the three visionaries of Fatima, Lucia dos Santos, that in the midst of her struggles and fears, it would
be the Immaculate Heart of Our Lady of the Rosary that would be Lucia’s refuge and would lead her to God. I believe, now, is the time

for us to claim Our Lady as our refuge, and allow her to lead us to her Son, Jesus.

Among the six apparitions of Fatima, it interesting for us to ponder the vision of July 13, 1917. In it, Lucia describes a scene in which a
mighty angel is positioned above the Earth, shouting - “Penance! Penance! Penance!” - as he wields a huge flaming sword, poised to
strike the Earth with fire as a chastisement for the sins of the world. Graciously, the fiery sword is held back by the glory of Our Lady’s
right hand as it extinguishes the impending wrath of the flaming sword. Again, God’s mercy intercedes! But it is curious to see, that this
“fire of justice” is repeated, in regard to other apparitions of Our Lady, as an ongoing theme of consequence, if humanity does not

repent and turn back to God.



Suddenly, as they beheld the awe and beauty of the spectacle, the Sun’s appearance was transformed into a terrifying orb of fire
threatening to consume the Earth! As the Sun fell toward the Earth, it seemed to be the end of the world! The people were
experiencing what has been described as: “fire falling down from the sky” threatening to consume everything! But, to the amazement
of the crowd, the Sun returned to its normal position in its natural brilliant appearance. It was not the end! It was a warning! A sign of

God’s mercy!

Something similar was conveyed in the messages related to the Apparitions of Our Lady in LaSalette, France and during the
mysterious happenings in Akita, Japan. Both presented warnings that if the hardened heart of humanity continued to refuse to heed
the call of repentance and fail to embrace the grace and mercy of Jesus, then, all the inhabitants on the Earth would experience, as Our
Lady stated with the words: “fire will fall from the sky.”

But what does this actually mean? Is it to be understood as a fire of a natural or astronomical origin; or human origin, as in nuclear or
other frightening weaponry; or could it be of supernatural origin? Was it just a use of apocalyptic language? Who knows? One thing is
to be understood, and which Our Lady emphasized, is that all humanity would be impacted by the terrible effects of this fire and no
one would be able to escape this inevitable act of justice! Heed it, or not, that is Our Lady’s warning in regard to her messages given at
LaSalette and Akita.

Brother and sisters, in the midst of all of this, let us turn to these words of Scripture: “The Lord tests the just and the wicked.... He sends
fire and brimstone on the wicked; he sends the scorching wind as their lot.” But let us not forget: “The Lord is just and loves justice. The
upright shall see his face.” (Ps. 11)

So, this leads us back to the question posed to Jesus by James and John: “Lord, do you want us to call down fire from heaven and
consume them? Jesus” answer was countered by his mercy, the same period of mercy which we are experiencing today! Our Lord is
presently gracing humanity with his Divine Mercy. As he told St. Faustina, this generous gift of time is our hour of mercy to help us

prepare for his Coming, which Jesus said, is near!

So, let us not miss the opportunity of this hour of visitation. Let us not face the consequences of what is described as “fire that will fall

from the sky,”but let us experience the redeeming and transforming fire of the love of the Holy Spirit!

“Lord, you alone, can save us, for we have grieved you by our sins.”

“Lead all souls to heaven, especially, those who have most need of your mercy.”

Let us pray:

“O God, who manifest your almighty power above all by par-
doning, and showing mercy, bestow, we pray, your grace
abundantly upon us, and make those hastening to attain your

<

promises heirs to the treasures of heaven. *

I close this request: During this month of October, let us, not only, carry a rosary on our person. Let us not only wear it around our

necks as jewelry. Let us not only display it by hanging it from our rear-view mirrors of our cars; but let us devoutly pray it every day!

Our Lady of the Rosary of Fatima, pray for us. Protect us from war. Deliver us from the “fire of justice.” Be our refuge that will lead us to

Our Merciful God, our only Hope! Amen.

In the Peace of Christ,
-+ ~ %¢ ”d //jf%—’ =
y /

Bishop Cotta



AODAYS FORLIFE.

Forty Days for Life is a focused pro-life campaign with a
vision to ask for God's power through prayer, fasting,
and peaceful vigil to end abortion. The mission of the
campaign is to bring together the body of Christ in a
spirit of unity during a focused 40-day campaign of
prayer, fasting, and peaceful activism, with the purpose
of repentance, to seek God's favor to turn hearts and
minds from a culture of death to a culture of life, thus

bringing an end to abortion.

You are warmly invited to join us anytime between
8 AM and 5 PM, Monday through Friday, beginning
Wednesday, September 24 through October 31. During
this time, we will unite in our Fall 40 Days for Life
Campaign—a season of prayer, fasting, and peaceful
vigil—dedicated to turning hearts and minds from the
culture of death to a culture of life. Gather with us at
2030 Coffee Rd., Modesto.

JOIN OUR
YOUTH CHOIR!
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Open to children &
young adults ages

OLA YOUTH CHOIR PRACTICES EVERY
TUESDAY 4:30-5:30 PM

CONTACT ASHLEY SOTO FOR MORE
INFORMATION: 209-648-9340
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Grupo Folclérico “Bela Aurora”
organiza uma
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Prova de Sopas
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Sabado, 29 de Novembro de 2025
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Donativo: $25 por pessoa
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Pao de Milho, Vinho, Soda, e Arroz Doce
incluido durante a Prova de Sopas
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Algo para Arematar sera bem Apreciado
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Contacto: Artur Teixeira 209-596-5012
Manuel Teixeira 209-761-4709

E LA JORGE DE SENA

ﬂ’ﬂm:h Registration closes on
2 ﬂ«_ & October 17% for Portuguese

language instruction in the Jorge
de Sena School. Classes begin on November 3™
from 5:30-7:30.
To receive registration information for
Portuguese instruction for your children or
grandchildren, please click on the QR Code and
provide your name, phone number, and email
address. It will be through this medium that we
will communicate and distribute registration
forms. You may text
Mary Borba at 209 581-1942

With any questions.




OLA & THE FACTOR YOUTH GROUPS
Fall Calendar 2025
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The Factor Youth Group Fall Retreat
6-8pm Youth Group Night @ All Saints Parish

6-8pm Youth Group Night @ OLA Parish

6pm Christmas Social - OLA & The Factor Youth
Groups @ OLA Parish

Our Lady of the Assumption Parish /" \OLA
2602 S Walnut Rd, Turlock, CA 95380 - YOUTL]

MINISTRY

OLA YOUNG ADULT GROUP

Apologetics 101 Night

“Why do you believe that?” Come to

this Young Adult Night and leave
feeling confident you can answer
these questions from friends and
coﬂcagucs. Ifits your first OLA

Young Adults Night, or you bring a

friend who has never attended, you’ll

be entered to win a raffle prize.

our mission

To create community &

provide opportunities to
encounter Jesus, grow in
faith, & learn about our
Catholic faith. Single &
married young adults; ages
18 and up. We meet the 1st
and 3rd Fridays of the
month.

@ola_youngadults
Text olayoungadults to 84576 to join our group texts

Email dgermann@o]assumption.nct with questions
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