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cdores12@aol.com to learn more.

For monetary donations,
please send directly to We Care at
P.O. Box 1291 Turlock, CA 95381.
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Our Lady
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

As we approach our annual parish festival in honor of Our Lady of the Assumption, I warmly invite each of you to enter
more deeply into this beautiful and grace-filled time in the life of our parish. The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
is above all a great solemnity of the Church that lifts our hearts to heaven. In Mary, assumed body and soul into glory, we
see our destiny and our hope. She reminds us that we are made not solely for this world, but for eternal life with God. As
members of the parish of Our Lady of the Assumption, we also celebrate our patronal feast day, including the cultural

activities that bring us together in joy and fellowship.

In preparation for this feast, I strongly encourage you to make use of the Sacrament of Confession during this time. There
is no better way to prepare for a solemnity than with a clean heart. Through the Sacrament of God’s mercy, we open

ourselves more fully to the grace God desires to give us.

Our parish festival is a wonderful expression of our faith lived in community. I encourage everyone to take part in the
liturgical celebrations and festivities this coming weekend. The highlights include the Mass on the Vigil of the
Assumption of Mary on Friday, August 14th with the candlelight procession immediately following, the Masses on
Sunday, and the Solemn Procession on Sunday evening at 6:30 PM with the statues of the Virgin Mary, St. Joseph, and

other saints. Be sure to take a festa program with a full listing of events and Portuguese cultural activities.

To make this celebration possible, we need your help! Consider volunteering your time and talents. Please see the list of
volunteer opportunities in this bulletin and join us if you are able. Whether helping with setup, food, games, and other

aspects of our patronal feast, your service builds up our parish and makes this celebration possible.

These days of prayer are a precious opportunity to grow closer to Our Lady, to entrust our intentions to her maternal
care, and to prepare our hearts to celebrate the mystery of her Assumption with greater devotion. Let us come to Mass,
pray together, and honor Our Lady with sincere devotion. May the Blessed Virgin Mary, assumed into heaven, intercede

for our parish, strengthen our faith, and draw us ever closer to her Son.
With prayers for you and your families,

Fr. Larry Machado




2026 Festa Schedule
Work Days

Saturday, August 1*
Cleaning the hall

Tuesday, August 4™
6 PMMass with Festa Meeting to follow

Thursday, August 6t - First Night of Novena
Cattle pick-up: Turlock Livestock Auction Yard

Saturday, August 8
Hanging of outdoor sun shades
Making of holes for arches in soccer field
Church cleaning
Sorting of the beans

Wednesday, August 12
Set-up arches on property

Set-up flags on posts

Thursday, August 13®
Cutting octopus
Making flan
Prepare garnish for restaurant fish plate
Set-up and decorate tables for the Grand Night of Fado

Friday, August 14"
Bodo de Leite set-up

Monday, August 17t

Festa clean-up




Office of Bishop Myron J. Cotta, D.D.

BISHOP’S MONTHLY REFLECTION
August 2026

This summer, let us: “Stay prayed up!”

With this welcomed season of summer vacations, we need to remind ourselves, as we break from our work schedules and
routines, that, although, it is a time for rest and relaxation, it is not a time for us to take a vacation - a break - from
attending Mass and receiving the Eucharist, nor putting off our daily prayers, especially, the Rosary. Pope Benedict XV,
reminds us as he declared: “The prayer of the Rosary is perfect, because of the praises it offers, the lessons it teaches, the

grace it obtains, and the victories it achieves.“

As we enjoy this summer, we can see that our world has not taken a “vacation” from the chaos created by geopolitical
ideologies and misguided leadership present in today’s world. Nations have refused to “take a break” from the turmoil of

hate and division that is resulting in war.

Our present time begs us not to slack off, but to persevere in our prayer. We need to embrace the truth that prayer has the
power to change world events. Throughout the history of this imperfect world with and its presence of evil forces, military
arms have been utilized as a means of deterrence and defense. For many, this might be seen as an unfortunate reality, but
we must never forget, nor doubt, that prayer serves as our spiritual means of defense. The Implementation of spiritual arms

is needed in order to counteract the darkness which is at the heart of our world’s problems.

As Catholics, we have been reminded over and over again to pray the Rosary daily as a means of spiritually arming,
especially, the family. We have the assurance of Our Lady of the Rosary, that this spiritual weapon will assist and defend
the family, the Domestic Church, in the midst of ongoing challenges of life, especially, those threatening to destroy the
sanctity of life, marriage and family. The Blessed Virgin repeatedly mentioned to the Three Shepherd Children of Fatima:
“Pray the rosary every day in honor of Our Lady of the Rosary, to obtain peace for the world...because only she can help

»

you.

It is during midsummer that we are reminded that this month of August holds a special place in the heart of the Church in
relationship to Our Lady as we acknowledge two special days, August 15th and August 22nd. On August 15th we celebrate
the Assumption of Our Lady into Heaven, body and soul. Then, on August 22nd, we acknowledge the Queenship of Our
Lady.

Jesus, as Our Lord and King, presents His Mother to us as His Queen Mother - Queen of Heaven and Earth! And it is this
Queen, the Mother of the Lord, and our Mother, who is encouraging us to pray the Rosary daily and to meditate on the
mysteries relating to the life, death and resurrection of her Son.

These Gospel Truths, these Mysteries of the Rosary, have the power to transform the most-hardened of hearts resulting in

conversion of mind and heart - peace!

Our Lady, who is Queen of Peace, maternally points us to her Son, the Prince of Peace!



It is Jesus, in his mercy and call to repentance, who will bring his peace into this broken world. In relation to this, I
recommend for your summer reading and reflection, the book entitled: The Power of
the Rosary by Gabriel Castillo. And while we continue to pray the Rosary for peace in our troubled world, let us be reminded
of the special prayer that is traditionally recited at the end of each decade of the Rosary. It is the prayer that Our Lady taught
the Shepherd Children. I believe this prayer sums it up:

“O my Jesus, forgive us our sins, save us from the fires of hell.

Lead all souls to Heaven, especially, those most in need of Thy Mercy.” Amen.

Brothers and sisters, as we continue to enjoy our summertime, let us integrate the season with a solid prayer life. In that way,
we will be well-armed as we continue to pray for mercy and justice. As the Church reminds us, by accepting mercy and
becoming living instruments of justice, it is only then, that we will experience the manifestation of true peace. It is a peace
that begins within each individual heart and, then, reaches out to the world in hope, together with Our Lady’s promise - the

Triumph of her Immaculate Heart!

Our Lady of the Assumption, pray for us.
Our Lady Queen of Heaven and Earth, pray for us. Our Lady of the Rosary, pray for us.
Amen.

Brothers and sisters, have a blessed, enjoyable and peaceful summer!

In the Peace of Christ,
¥ P

Bishop Cotta

Shepherds Field Olive Wood Handcrafts

A group from the Holy Land (Bethlehem & Jerusalem) will be selling religious articles after masses to support the Catholic
Christian minorities in Bethlehem. As a tradition, many of the Catholic families in the Holy Land work in small workshops to
produce religious articles from olive wood. These articles represent the Christian art of the Holy Land. In the past, they used to
sell their artwork to pilgrims who visited the Holy Land. However, these days they are facing an economic hardship, as there
are no pilgrims are visiting the Holy Land due to the political issues and the current war in the Holy Land and the Middle East.
Many of the Catholic families immigrated and left the Holy Land. The percentage of Christians in the Holy Land has dropped
from 20% to less than 1%. Therefore, if this hardship continues as it is now, we believe that in a few years, there will be no
Catholics in Bethlehem or Jerusalem. The struggle to preserve the Catholic identity of the birthplace of our savior; Jesus Christ
is a serious concern for Catholics around the world. Sales will be used to help and support the Catholics in the Holy Land and

to encourage them not to immigrate.




FESTA DENOSSA

Homeschool Community

Have you considered homeschooling or are already
homeschooling your children? Did you know there is an

active group of homeschooling families here at OLA?

If you would like more information about homeschool-

ing or would like information about how to join in with

other Catholic homeschoolers, contact Marie Meredith:
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1" Prize: Half a Beef
butchered and wrapped
Posr . winner chooses butchery

"% (Sanders Meat Locker or

Hilmar Meat Locker)

2°4 Prize: $500 Cash

3 Prize: $350 Cash

Purchase Raffle

Tickets from any

TICKETS Festa Committee
$50 DONATION Member

Evening of

¢ SUNDAY
AUGUST 16, 2026
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